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EUMEDCONNECTS3 project upgrades Algeria’s research and education network
capacity

Algeria has recently upgraded the international connectivity available for its
scientists and academicians to 622 Mbps through its participation in
EUMEDCONNECTS3, the regional high-capacity Internet network serving the
research and education (R&E) communities across Northern Africa and the
Middle East. Algeria is a long-term partner in the EC-funded EUMEDCONNECT
project and has seen its research networking capacity increase by a factor of 15 -
from an initial 45 Mbps in 2004 to the current 622 Mbps to meet researchers’
growing demands for high-speed international connectivity.

CERIST (Research Centre on Scientific and Technical Information), the
organisation that manages Algeria’s national R&E network, ARN, has been at the
forefront of meeting the networking needs of its growing user base since its
inception in 1994. Through its interconnection to EUMEDCONNECT3, ARN
enables researchers, academics and students in the country to participate in
world-class international research and educational activities. Co-founded by the
European Union, EUMEDCONNECTS3 connects universities and research
centres in North Africa and the Middle East and enables them to collaborate with
over 4,000 institutions across Europe through its interconnection to GEANT, the
pan-European R&E network.

Aouaouche El-Maouhab, ARN Manager at CERIST, underlines the importance of
being part of EUMEDCONNECT: “Over the last decade the connectivity needs of
academic and research institutions in Algeria have increased significantly, and so
have their opportunities to collaborate with peers in Europe and other parts of the
world. We therefore welcome the upgrade as it puts ARN in a position to fulfil
those needs. Our participation in the EUMEDCONNECT project has given our
universities valuable advanced network services. The plan is to continue
increasing our network capacity and efficiency and to work closely with NRENS in
Europe and the wider Arab world”.

ARN currently interconnects over 600,000 users at 120 research and academic
institutions across the country, increases of 20% and 40% respectively since the
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start of the previous phase of EUMEDCONNECT in 2008. Algerian institutions
are actively participating in a substantial number of EC-funded higher-education
TEMPUS and FP7 research projects dealing with issues particularly relevant to
Algeria and the Mediterranean as a whole. NEUROMED, for example, brings
together neuroscientists from both shores of the Mediterranean to exchange best
practice and to jointly build up centres of excellence. EUMEDCONNECT3
facilitates this capacity-building process by providing stable, high-capacity
Internet connectivity between geographically dispersed scientists and by
supporting the seamless exchange of huge, bandwidth-hungry medical files,
such as MRI scans.

“Data exchange and communication is crucial to our activities”, said Prof. Fares
Boubakour from the University of Batna, Algerian partner of the FP7-ESTEEM
project which aims to enhance transport safety in the Euro-Mediterranean region.
“‘EUMEDCONNECTS3 helps us strengthen links with our partners in the Maghreb
and in South Europe. It allows us to jointly collect, exchange and analyse traffic-
related data, develop tracking devices for vessel-transport and ultimately
formulate recommendations for improved transport safety on both shores of the
Mediterranean.”

Over the past decade, the number of Algerian Internet users has increased more
than 20-fold, still the Internet penetration is relatively modest at 14% of the whole
population. To increase the general ICT uptake, the Algerian government
(Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research), jointly with CERIST, has
recently launched a series of initiatives, including connecting high schools to
ARN. Students are now able to benefit from general Internet services as well as
engage in more bandwidth-hungry applications, such as videoconferencing and
remote classroom participation.

Algeria is also a shareholder in ASREN, the Arab States Research and
Education Network. Building on EUMEDCONNECT3, ASREN sets out to widen
its geographical footprint by connecting other Arab national research and
education networks (NRENSs) across North Africa, the Middle East and the wider
Arab region.

David West said: “This upgrade marks a great vote of confidence in
EUMEDCONNECT by one of our longest serving partner countries. It shows the
benefits of the programme for providing high-capacity, high-quality connectivity
for 21st century scientific research in the region”.

About EUMEDCONNECT3

EUMEDCONNECTS3 provides high-capacity Internet-based connectivity for
researchers, academics and students across Northern Africa and the Middle
East. With its direct links to GEANT it is a gateway for the Mediterranean to
participate in world-class research and education initiatives. EUMEDCONNECT3
is co-funded by the European Union and is now in its third phase which runs until
2014. It forms a network platform for the Arab States Research and Education
Network (ASREN) which has been formed to create a R&E network for the wider
Arab region. EUMEDCONNECT3 is run by international research networking
organisation DANTE, in collaboration with ASREN, the EU and local NRENSs. For
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Appendix

Coverage/Site Information & Site Statistics Explained

Please find below an explanation of the site information and statistics contained
within this report.

Site Information

Coverage Type

RealWire separates coverage into different types, which are explained below:-

 Editorial - editorial news sites are the equivalent to the traditional print media.
A journalist will review your press release and choose to write (or not to write)
about the information that you have provided.

» Selective - there are many sites that seek to provide readers with high quality
relevant content through the publication of press releases. Here an editor will
select your release for publication if they deem it of sufficient quality and
relevance.

* Non-selective - these are sites that have decided directly or indirectly to
publish all news from chosen sources as they know it will pass their quality
and relevance tests. Your news, if relevant to the content of the site, is
loaded unedited direct to the appropriate sector of the site.

» Blogs - a blog is a shareable online log of events or commentary in which the
blogger expresses an opinion or comments on anything of his or her
choosing. Anyone visiting a blog can add their own views, which may or may
not agree with the blogger's. A key element of blogging is the community that
reads the blog and comments on posts, interacting with each other and
discussing the topic in question.

» User Generated Content (UGC) - user generated content covers sites where
the content has been generated by users of that site, rather than by an editor
or blogger. Examples of UGC sites would include forums, social network
video sites (e.g. YouTube), and Wikipedia.

RealWire Influence Rating (RIR)

The RIR is calculated following consideration of a number of factors that might
affect a site or blog's level of influence within its industry. Influence relates to the
ability of a site to influence the relevant target audience .

Factors considered when calculating the RIR for a site include:

Site target audience - the main focus of a site and its intended readership
Coverage language - the language of the site/coverage

Site location - which country the site is run from

Number of visitors - the number of monthly unique users per month
Publisher - the publisher of the site

Advertising rates - a guide price based on a banner advert on the homepage
or nearest equivalent
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» Alexa overall rank - the comparative popularity of a site based on Alexa rank (the lower the
rank the more popular the site)

» Technorati rank - the comparative authority of a blog based on Technorati rank of a site (the

lower the rank the more popular the site)

Site online since - the length of time a site has been online

Other sites linking in - the number of other sites linking to the site based on Alexa data

Navigation - how easy the site is to navigate

Reputation - the reputation of a site within its industry

Presentation - the overall visual presentation of a site

Speed - how quickly pages load on a site

All of the above factors are collected and reviewed to come up with a sites’ RealWire Influence
Rating.
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