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Headline Abu Ghazaleh launches Arab Scientific Research and Education Network

Summary Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, chair of the Global Alliance for ICT and Development (GAID) of the

United Nations announced the launch of the Arab Scientific Research and Education Network
(ASREN) at the 3rd EU-MED Event held in Brussels, Belgium.

Abu Ghazaleh launches Arab Scientific
Research and Education Network

TALAL ABU GHAZALEH,
chair of the Global Al-
liance for ICT and De-
velopment (GAID) of:
the United Nations an-{,
nounced the launch of
the Arab Scientific' Re-
search and Education
Network (ASREN) at the
3rd EU-MED Event that
was held in Brussels last
week. This announce-
ment marks a major §
step towards sustaining :
ICT infrastructures for research and education in

the Mediterranean region for e-science across the

Arab region. “We recognise that investing in science

in general and in universities in particular needs to

meet the ambitions of the Arab countries, hence, AS-

REN will act as an enabler and catalyst for creating

investment in the scientific research and develop-:
ment in universities,” Abu Ghazaleh said. ASREN is

to be created as a legal entity under the auspices

of the Arab League and the UN GAID to help se-

cure sustainable e-infrastructures across the Arab

world. “ASREN will also adopt GAID's mission for

the advancement of the United Nations Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs) through the use of ICT

solutions. It is expected that ASREN will act as the

Arab regional network for the ICT solutions ma-

trix for the advancement of MDGs under the hon-

orary chairmanship of the UN secretary general,”

Abu Ghazaleh added. This is a strategic step that

is expected to lead to long-term sustainability of e-

infrastructures in the Mediterranean and the neigh-

bouring Gulf region, potentially serving a popula-

tion of over 250 million people and ensuring that

“seientists and academics in the region can continue

to participate in world-class research and educa- -
tion activities.
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